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Disabled Veteran of the Year Honored

Norman R. Wolfinger, a combat 
wounded disabled veteran of 
the Vietnam War, serves as 
State Attorney for Florida’s 
18th Judicial Court.
Below, Wolfinger was severely 
wounded in the leg and back 
during a mortar and rocket 
attack on his base camp near 
Tai Ninh.
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with the surviving relatives of murder victims and other se-
rious cases he prosecuted in his career as an assistant states 
attorney over nearly 30 years ago.

His staff includes more than 300 employees—118 of 
which are attorneys. Wolfinger is prouder still that 26 are 
veterans.

In addition to serving as lead prosecutor for an area en-
compassing nearly one million residents, he’s initiated and 
supported a wide variety of programs aimed at preventing 
crime. His Neighborhood States Attorney’s initiative sends 
prosecutors door-to-door to communicate with people in 
areas where crime occurs.

He is a founding member of Brevard County’s Children’s 
Advocacy Center, and since its beginning in 1999 has 
chaired Brevard School’s Take Stock in Children Leadership 
Council, a nationally recognized mentoring program. He 
was appointed by Florida’s then Gov. Jeb Bush to serve on 
the state’s Violent Crime Council. 

In 2006, U. S. Attorney General Alberto Gonzales recog-
nized Wolfinger and his staff as the nation’s Outstanding 
Local Prosecutor’s Office for the team’s work prosecuting 
and preventing gun violence. He was also selected the 2007 
National Association of Social Workers Elected Official of 
the Year for Florida.

Add to those honors the National Commander’s Award as 
the Outstanding Disabled Veteran of the Year for 2007.

For Wolfinger, a life member of Chapter 109 in Titusville, 
Fla., the award is humbling.

“I know there are a great many people who came back 
with more severe injuries than mine. I’m humbled to be 
honored by my fellow veterans who have sacrificed so much 
for our nation,” said Wolfinger. “This is one of the most im-
portant things to ever happen to me and I hope in the years 
ahead to do even more to make life better for all veterans.” 

All the same, DAV officials say Wolfinger’s dedication to 

his community and service towards veterans made him an 
outstanding candidate among several deserving finalists. 

Wolfinger is a longtime advocate of his fellow veterans. 
He regularly attends and supports homeless stand-downs 
where he provides free legal services to veterans in need. 
He works with law enforcement and veterans organizations 
—often through Chapter 109 and the Department of Florida 
—to keep veterans out of the legal system and connect them 
with the resources they need to build meaningful lives.

He also works with active duty military members in his 
community who have been victims of abuse. He is well-
known among military leaders at Patrick Air Force Base and 
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, where he serves military 
members and acts as a community liaison.

Immediately following the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 
2001, Wolfinger traveled to Ground Zero in New York as 
a nationally certified crisis responder with a team of 120 
volunteers.

“Several years after the war that I found myself thinking 
more and more about the friends I’d left behind, and what 
my service meant, and what it meant to be an American in 
a broader sense,” Wolfinger said. “My generation, the Viet-
nam generation, is inheriting a great responsibility as we 
assume greater leadership in the DAV and as leaders of the 
nation. There is much more I know we will do to accept this 
important responsibility and I look forward to a time when I 
have even more resources to give to maintain and build the 
legacy of service that we have enjoyed.”

Wolfinger and his wife Jane met and married shortly 
after his return from Vietnam. They have two children and 
a grandson. His son Rob and his wife, Jen, work for NASA. 
They have one son, 1 ½ year old Owen. Wofinger’s daughter 
Amy this year will follow her father to his undergrad alma 
mater, Florida Southern College.

“I believe one of the greatest things we can do to honor 
our country and its veterans is to instill patriotism and a 
passion for freedom in the generations to come.  It  is com-
forting to know that Rob and Amy will gladly carry the torch 
of freedom to future generations,” said Wolfinger.  

“Norman Wolfinger is a truly great American who has 
dedicated his entire life to his community and to serving 
his fellow veterans. With humility and grace, he’s over-
come tremendous adversity and given selflessly of himself 
to improve people’s lives,” said Arthur H. Wilson, National 
Adjutant. “Norm’s leadership has made him an amazing 
leader within our organization and we look forward to pre-
senting him with his award at the National Convention in 
New Orleans.” 

Wolfinger gives district residents a flier and talks to 
them about a recent incident of crime, as part of an 
initiative to reduce crimes in neighborhoods. 
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After all, these are the benefits pro-
vided by a nation of grateful citizens 
for our service and sacrifice.  Lawmak-
ers should not be allowed to adversely 
revise, reform and reinvent the system 
that has for decades served disabled 
veterans and their families.  Through 
the efforts of our professional staff, the 
DAV has been able to scuttle outrageous 
plans to usurp our rights and benefits 
through the many commissions created 
to review veterans’ benefits.

We are fortunate to have intelligent 
and insightful leadership at every level 
to meet the challenges that we have 
faced this past year and in the future.

National Adjutant Wilson is a close 
friend and supportive advisor.  He is the 
epitome of leadership and carries with 
him a treasure of knowledge resulting 
from his career of service to veterans.  
Without question, Art is the finest lead-
er of any veterans service organization.  
His confidence, support and strength 

greatly helped me through this year.
Supporting us are your outstanding 

Executive Directors, Rick Patterson in 
Cold Spring, Ky., and Dave Gorman in 
Washington, D.C.  They provide un-
paralleled guidance and foresight that 
enabled to me to serve the needs of 
the DAV more successfully.  Supported 
by their highly professional staffs, the 
needs and mission of the DAV are in-
comparably served every day.

I want to extend my thanks to our 
outstanding corps of professional Na-
tional Service Officers who toil each 
day to ensure that our mission is ful-
filled in its most meaningful way.  They 
are outstanding men and women who 
devote their lives to service and care 
for veterans.  My appreciation goes to 
the Transition Service Officers who are 
working with our newest generation of 
veterans to ensure they receive the care 
and support they need.

My thanks also go out to our Chap-
ter and Department Service Officers, 
volunteers, Transportation Network 
drivers and Hospital Service Coordina-
tors.  And I thank each member of the 

DAV for what they do every day to help 
our fellow veterans.  Without the sup-
port of our front-line members, I could 
not have succeeded.

While we have achieved much in 
the area of health care funding this 
year, more must be done.  We all must 
continue to work hard to ensure that 
our government serves veterans as a 
national priority.

Our amazing record not only for 
this year, but throughout our history, 
is legendary.  But we cannot stand on 
our record.  Each of us, from National 
Commander to Chapter member, has 
a responsibility to do our best—in the 
highest traditions of honor and service.  

It has been an honor for me to 
serve as your National Commander.  
And it has been a wonderful year in 
my life—one that I would never have 
believed possible after I was wounded 
in Vietnam.  My contributions and any 
achievements I’ve accomplished are 
the result of your support and the sup-
port of our professional staff.  Thank 
you for your trust, your support and 
your service to our mission.

The Wolfinger 
family. Stand-
ing, from 
left, daughter 
Amy, son 
Rob, and his 
wife Jennifer. 
Seated, from 
left, wife 
Jane, Norm, 
and grandson 
Owen. 


